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SUBJECT: LABOR MISSION ON DISPUTES SETTLEMENT 
REF: STATE 205213 

1 . PROPOSAL FOR U.S. LABOR MISSION ON DISPUTES SETTLEMENT WAS 
BROACHED ORALLY TO MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS MOHAMED ENNACEUR 
IN EARLY JULY BY AMBASSADOR. AT MINISTER'S REQUEST, AMBASSADOR 
MADE FORMAL PROPOSAL BY LETTER IN EARLY AUGUST. MINISTER 

HAS NOT REPLIED TO LETTER AND FOLLOW UP INQUIRIES BY EMBASSY 
LABOR OFFICER HAVE NOT PRODUCED ANY ANSWER FROM MINISTRY WORK 
ING LEVEL. TUNISIAN BUREAUCRACY MOVES SLOWLY AND DOES NOT WEL- 
COME EFFORTS TO SPEED ACTION ON ANY ISSUE. WE SUSPECT, HOWEVER, 

THAT GOT IS RELUCTANT TO OPEN DOORS INTO SENSITIVE AREA OF 
LABOR DISPUTES TO FOREIGN EYES. WHILE SENIOR MINISTRY OF SOCIAL 
AFFAIRS OFFICIALS AWARE OF BENEFITS THEY MIGHT DERIVE 
FROM U.S. LABOR DISPUTES MISSION. THEIR CUSTOMARY ANTIPATHY TO 
MAKING POTENTIALLY CONTROVERSIAL DECISIONS HAS PREVENTED ACCEP- 
TANCE OF OUR PROPOSAL. 

2. IN THE MEANTIME, GOT HAS MOVED AHEAD WITH ITS OWN PLANS TO EX- 
PAND AND UPGRADE DISPUTES SETTLEMENT MECHANISM IN SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
MINISTRY. NEW LEGAL FRAMEWORK HAS BEEN ENACTED BY NATIONAL ASSEM- 
BLY, TRAINING OF LABOR INSPECTORS (WHO PRESENTLY SERVE AS DIS 
PUTES MEDIATORS) IS BEING IMPROVED, AND CORPS OF INSPECTORS IS 

BEING DOUBLED FROM 30 TO 60. WE HAD HOPED THAT PROPOSED LABOR 
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EFFORT BUT, ALAS, TUNISIANS HAD OTHER IDEAS. AIRGRAM FOLLOWS 
WITH MORE DETAILS ON GOT ACTIONS IN AREA OF DISPUTES SETTLEMENT. 

3. WE APPRECIATE LABOR DEPARTMENT S RESPONSIVENESS TO OUR REQUEST. 

GOT MAY YET TELL US IT WOULD WELCOME LABOR DISPUTES MISSION AND 
WE MAY REPEAT OUR PROPOSAL DURING COMING FISCAL YEAR. 

MULCAHY 
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